Wish comes true for one young Griz fan by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
9-8-2006 
Wish comes true for one young Griz fan 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Wish comes true for one young Griz fan" 
(2006). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 19930. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/19930 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
The University of
Montana
UN IV ERSITY  RELATIO NS • M ISSO ULA , M T 5981 2 • 406-243-2522 • FAX: 406-243-4520
Sept. 8, 2006
CONTACT: Christie Anderson, marketing and promotions director, Grizzly Athletics, 406- 
243-4336.
WISH COMES TRUE FOR ONE YOUNG GRIZ FAN 
MISSOULA -
When The University of Montana Grizzlies take the field against the South Dakota State 
Jackrabbits on Saturday, Sept. 9, there will be one family in the stands taking extra care to 
remember each moment.
Senior red-shirt quarterback Jason Washington met Abby Reimann in Wal-Mart 
because the kindergarten-aged girl’s father recognized the Griz star.
“He recognized me and we started talking and he was holding his little girl and I just 
assumed she was sleeping,” Washington said.
But Abby wasn’t sleeping, she was awake but mostly unresponsive, the vestige of an 
illness that could claim her life any day.
“She can’t speak now,” Washington said. “But she can understand, the disease is 
starting to take away her senses.”
Washington was so touched by the young girl and her family that he decided to form 
the Griz Make-A-Wish Foundation, a small-time copy of the national foundation of the same 
name.
Christie Anderson, Grizzly Athletics marketing and promotions director, said
-more-
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Washington came to her office and was “just adamant that we do something for this family.” 
Washington, who is sitting out the season while recovering from off-season shoulder 
surgery, said that because he can’t contribute on the field, he’s using his time to help out in the 
community.
“Hopefully we can help make one of her last days a little bit brighter,” he said. “Kids 
in Missoula idolize the Griz.”
Abby and her family will have pre-game passes to come down on the field during 
warm-ups and will receive shirts, hats and goodie bags courtesy of The Bookstore at UM and 
the President’s Office.
Washington, who hails from Oakland, Calif., even donated his player tickets to his new 
foundation since his family isn’t in the area to attend games.
Washington and Anderson will try to find a family in need of a boost for each home 
game and are looking for candidates through Sacred Heart Hospital in Spokane, Wash.
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